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ROME F. SCHWAGEL “...Execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates.”
CALVIN H. SHANK Zechariah 8:16
This book is proudly dedicated to the officers and employees,
- past and present, of the Washington County Court Houses whose
The Commissioners of combined efforts and deeds in their offices have made possible
WASHINGTON COUNTY the events that have transpired within the walls of the three

1974 edifices during its first two centuries.



the old walls, which were exceedingly massive and strong. But a
meeting of the Bar was called, and resolutions were adopted
favoring building upon a plan different from the former structure
devastated by the disastrous fire.

A contract was signed with Robert C. Thornburg, a builder, to
dismantle the old walls. Work began in May, 1872. While the
walls of the old Court House were being razed to erect the new
building on the old site, a rear wall fell upon three workmen -
Wesley Finnegan, Alexander Smith, and Frederick Fridinger,
crushing them to death. By a strange chance of fate, one of the
killed, Fridinger, a youth of seventeen, was a son of John
Fridinger, who lost his life in the fire the previous December.

The selection of plans for the new Court House was entrusted
to a committee of the Bar, composed of George W. Smith, Jr.;
John C. Zeller, Albert Small; George Schly; Andrew K. Syester;
Francis M. Darby, and Kyd Douglas. Designs submitted by
Henry A. Sims and James P. Sims, Architects of Philadelphia,
were chosen. Work was begun on the 20th day of August, 1872
-John Overmyer, Superintendent in charge.

On Wednesday, October 9, the cornerstone of the new building
was laid. The ceremony of laying the cornerstone was in charge
of Friendship Lodge No. 84 of Masons, of Hagerstown. The
following invitation was sent by the Masons to other Mason
Lodges in the area:

MASONIC HALL

Hagerstown, Md.
September 30th, 1872.

You are hereby notified that the Corner-Stone of the new

Court House in course of erection here will be laid with

appropriate ceremonies, by Friendship Lodge No. 84, A. F. & A. M., on
Wednesday, October 9th, at 2 o'clock P.M.
Your attendance on the occasion is earnestly and fraternally requested.

By Order,

John Cook,
Secretary

Indead, this was a memorable occasion! It marked a day of triumph for the
Friendship Lodge.

The Mail newspaper account of the proceedings published at the time stated:

"At 1 o'clock, P.M., the Masonic Fraternity assembled at their Hall, corner of
Franklin and Potomac Streets. The Lodge was opened by Worshipful Master,
Edward Stake, who then handed the emblem of his office to P.M. Thos. A. Boullt,
and requested him to conduct the services on the occasion. The procession was
formed under the direction of the Chief Marshal, P.M. Andrew K. Syester and his
Aids P.M. Wm. McK. Keppler, F. D. Herbert and Richard Sheckles.

The above proceedings were within the time element of one hour. The
newspaper account continued:

"At 2 o'clock, P.M., the procession moved from the Hall, headed by the old
Hagerstown Silver Cornet Band, and marched directly to the site of the new
Court House, when the Lodge was again in form by P.M. Thos. A. Boullt,
assisted by P.M. William Steffey, D. M., Dr. Augustus A. Biggs, S. W. Andrew K.
Stake, J.W.

The business at hand was thus described:

"After the Lodge was opened the W. Master informed the



brethren and all assembled, that the Friendship Lodge No. 84 had
assembled for the purpose of laying the Foundation Stone of the New
Court House, and through his officers directed that 'all having due
notice thereof should govern themselves accordingly.' After music by
the Band, and Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. A. G. Harley, the W.
Master requested the Treasurer, H. A. McComas, to read the
inscription on the stone and a list of the contents of the box to be
deposited therein. This part of the ceremony was performed in a
clear and distinct voice. The contents are as follows: A.L. 1572;
names of County Commissioners of Wash. Co., Attorney for County
Commissioners and Clerk of same; Contractor of Building; Architect
of Building; Superintendent of Building; members of Masonic Lodges
and By-Laws of same in Washington Co.; Proceedings of G. Lodge
of Md.; Governor and officers of the State of Maryland; Judges of the
Circuit Court for Wash. Co.; Clerk of the Court; Register of Wills;
Sheriff and all other County Officers; names of all the members
practicing at the Bar of Hagerstown, and their rate table; Municipal
Officers of Hagerstown, Newspapers of Wash. Co., Coins and
Currencies of this date.”

The final ceremony of the day as recorded stated:

"The W. Master and his officers then descended from the platform to
the Corner Stone, after spreading the Cement the Stone was lowered
to its place, and then the ancient ceremony of trying it with the
square, level and plumb. Corn, Wine and Oil were strewed upon it,
emblematic of the Corn of nourishment, Wine of refreshment and Oil
of joy. After music by the Band, the benediction was pronounced, and
the Procession returned to the Hall."

The Friendship Lodge and other Lodges in the area were well
represented as the concluding paragraph read:

"The procession was large and highly respectable, numbering

about one hundred and fifty Masons, members of the following
Lodges: -Friendship, No. 84, Hagerstown; Eureka, No. 105,

Sharpsburg; Mediary, No. 140, Williamsport ; Acacle, No. 155, Mechanicstown,
Frederick County; Warren, No. 51, Baltimore; Door to Virtue, No. 46, Westminster;
Columbia, No. 58, Frederick City; Plymouth, No. 143, Union Bridge. There were also
Masons in the procession representing Lodges from Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana,
and West Virginia."

The Door to Virtue, No. 46, Westminster, recorded the following in their minutes of
the month:

"...On October 3, 1872, the Lodge received and accepted an invitation from
Friendship Lodge, No. 84, Hagerstown, to participate in the laying of the corner stone
of a new Court House in that city." The following month, the minutes, as recorded,
stated:

" ... The ride across the mountains to attend the cornerstone laying of the new Court
House on October 9 last, will long be remembered by those of our Brethren who took
part in that ceremonial. This is due to the beautiful autumnal weather."

The minutes also revealed the fact that on occasion seriousness gave way to levity.
The members of the Lodge indulged in "fun and jollity." This, better than anything
else, showed the fellowship existing among the Brethren of the Lodge.

After the cornerstone laying, R. C. Thornburg and company resumed work on the
new edifice. On December 6, the metal box containing memorabilia of interest was
placed in the cornerstone. Edward Stake and Albert Small, members of the Bar,
prepared the following memorandum which was found in the contents of the box
when it was opened on February 28, 1974:

"This box was finally deposited, with its contents in its place



on the anniversary of the burning of the old building - i.e. on the 6th day of
December 1872 . . . The day cool clear and bracing. Work progressing nicely
on Court House. The rear up to level of 2nd floor and first being placed into
position, West side nearly to the level of second floor. Court in session in the
basement of the Methodist Church, Judge Pearre presidia i in the trial of
Defud V. Painter's Insurance Co. for Peffs. A. K. Syester Atty. Gen., Thos.
Donaldson of Balto This writing made at Small's office diag. opp. Court
House. Stake's office West of Jonathan St. in 3rd House from Corner."

Before the end of the year, the County Commissioners accepted the
building, and held their first meeting on the second of January, 1874.

The following description of the building was published in the Hagerstown
newspapers in January, 1874:

"The main front building is 91 feet, 6 inches x 56 feet 9 inches the rear
building is 62 feet 6 inches x 59 feet 6 inches, with a 15 feet story both front
and rear; front building has a corridor in the centre which runs back to its tear
wall; the rear building has also one 10 feet wide. On the right is the
Register's office, 34x26 feet 6 inches, the record rooms being a double
vaulted arch, with iron frame and shutter on the inside of windows, 5 feet
wide and 10 feet high with semicircular head. The Clerk's office is on the left
of the corridor, and is of the same dimensions and finish as the Register's
office - The first space occupied in the rear of those rooms on the right and
left, are the massive public and private stairways leading to the second floor,
which are built of solid oak; the first room on the left is the Sheriff's office,
12x20 feet; the 2nd is the Collector's office, 12x20 feet, and the third is the
School Commissioners' room, 26x20 feet. On the right is the County
Commissioners' room, 38x20 feet, which completes the space of the lower
floor."

The above described the lower level. The newspaper account continued thus:
"Ascending the stairway, we enter a corridor 10 feet wide, on the right of
which is the Grand Jury room 24x20 feet, and Petit Jury room 14'/2x20 feet,
and on the left is the State's Attorney's room, 12x20 feet; a room set apart for
the use of the School Commissioners, but not occupied by them, and another
Petit Jury Room. The Court room is entered from the head of the public and
private stairways and corridor, and is 75x50 feet, with a 20 feet ceiling, very
handsomely finished is stucco. The Hall is lighted by eleven circular head
windows, 6 feet wide and 15 feet high, with the best double thick glass, and is
finished with paneling and wainscotting. - The bar rail is solid walnut and oak
finely finished in oil, and the Judges' stand and Clerk's desk are also
handsomely finished. In the rear of the Judges stand are the witness and
council rooms, each 12x24 feet."

The reader was then given the description of the basement in this manner:

"There is a cellar under the entire building, eight feet in freight and it is
surmounted by a substantial and beautiful Mansard roof, ornamented with
pavillions; covered with best Buckingharn slate. The building is estimated to
contain from 800,000 to 1,000,000 of brick, and an immense amount of
timber, but of the latter no approximate estimate can be formed. The Court
Hall and corridors are heated by three of the fine furnaces of Messrs.
Bellman, Armstrong & Co., of this town."

Credit lines were in the last paragraph

"The Architects were H.A. & J.P. Sims, 1426 Walnut Street, Philadelphia;
Contractor and Builder, R. C. Thronburg; Superintendent of Mason work,
John Overmyer; Painter and Glazier,



George Llas; Slaters, Beck and Bowers; Tinning and Plumbing,
Garlinger & Co.; Plasterer, John Lushbaugh; the galvanized iron
was furnished by Messr. William P. Gephart & Co., of Dayton
Ohio, but now of Washington, D. C., and the Gas fixtures were
furnished by Messrs. Baker & Arnold, Philadelphia."

The first term of the Circuit Court to be held in the spacious
chamber of the new Court House was in April. The judges on the
bench were Richard H. Alvey, chief; William Mutter and George H.
Pearre, associates. The Clerk of the Court was George B.
Oswald; the Register of Wills, Thomas E. Hilliard.

The new structure was well adapted to its uses, the vaults for the
records being spacious and fireproof.

The building was considered beautiful in its day. In the
architecture there was perhaps an attempt at ornamentation with
the mid-Victorian gingerbread appearance.

The County Commissioners who had charge of the erection of the
structure were the boards elected in 1871 and 1873. The 1871
board members were: Henry W. Lyday, Samuel Strite, Theodore
Embrey, John H. Harp, and Henry F. Neikirk - all Republicans but
the latter. The 1873 board members were George W. Brown, John
Fessler, Henry Funk, Joseph Seibert, and Elias Young - all
Democrats. The 1873 board closed the work and accepted the
building from Robert C. Thornburg, the contractor.

Sixty years later, needs for a new Court House or addition were
discussed. In the 1930's, federal funds were available to
communities for public works through the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) and Public Works Administration (PWA) -
depression-born agencies that died with the advent of World War
Il.

A two-story addition was constructed in the rear of the Court

House in 1933-34. The architect was A. J. Klinhart. The work was supervised by
Hubert A. Mullen. The cost of the addition was $20,000.

Rumors regarding the possibility of building another Court House were recorded in
the Herald-Mail Anniversary Issue dated Monday, September 14, 1953.

A bold headline in that issue read: NEW COURT HOUSE ON A NEW SITE BEING
DISCUSSED

The article began: "Court House circles are buzzing again with talk of a new Court
House building. The talk is being prompted largely by the fact the county is expecting
to receive well over $100,000 for its stock in the Williamsport bridge company when
the state takes over . .."

The reader could draw his own conclusion by these words from the story:

". .. However, those who like to dream about a fine new building say that the county
could realize a most substantial sum should it sell the present Court House and the
Shirley building and then acquire a much less expensive site. . . "

The basis and possibility of rebuilding in an area other than downtown can be
surmised in these words from the reporter's copy:". . .A site away from the downtown
business would not be too impractical, according to officers, who have been making a
study of Court House sites. They say in many progressive counties new Court
Houses are away from the business entirely . . ."

In Section D, Page 16, Column 5 of the same issue appeared a picture of the cupola
of the Court House with the caption: OUR HALL OF JUSTICE



The explanation read thus:

“Pictured above is the cupola of the Washington County Court
House showing the Seal of the Great State of Maryland in the
inset. The seal is a remarkable piece of fine workmanship and
often wins high praise from passing tourists. The Court House
is now well over 75 years old but is exceptionally well
constructed. In recent years there has been agitation from time
to time for a new and much larger building."

However, nothing materialized in regards to a new Court
House.

The County Commissioners in 1961 were authorized by the
Legislation for a Court House bond issue of $1 million dollars.
This was increased to $1.2 million at the 1962 session.

Shortly thereafter, construction began for the annex to house
the new agencies.

The architectural lines of the annex stand in strong contrast to
the ornamentation and Victorian detail of the old building.

In the merger of the old Court House, constructed in 1872, with
the new annex, nearly a century later; continuity of place has
been unchanged for two centuries, as the court of justice and
seat of government to the people of Hagerstown and
Washington County.

What happens in the coming years might well rely upon the

admonishment of the motto - written in Latin - that adorns the

coat of arms affixed to the cupola atop the Court House:
CRESITE ET MULTIPICAMNI

Meaning, literally translated: INCREASE AND MULTIPLY.



